
May 7, 2013                                 

  

The Honorable Tom Harkin    The Honorable Jack Kingston 

731 Hart Senate Office Building   2372 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Jerry Moran    The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 

354 Russell Senate Office Building   2413 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Chairmen Harkin and Kingston and Ranking Members Moran and DeLauro: 

 

We, the undersigned organizations that represent health care and public health professionals, 

hospitals, patients and advocates, strongly urge you to provide $40 million for the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advanced Molecular Detection and Response to 

Infectious Disease Outbreaks (AMD) initiative, as requested in the President’s FY2014 budget 

proposal.  This funding is necessary to update obsolete technology and build national and state 

capacity to enhance prevention and control of infectious diseases that will save lives and health 

care dollars. 

 

Recent events, including an outbreak of deadly multi-drug resistant bacteria at the National 

Institutes of Health’s Clinical Center that killed at least 7 patients and the fungal meningitis 

outbreak linked to a contaminated steroid product that killed 53 people and sickened 700, 

highlight the need for strengthened outbreak detection and response.  In a March 2013 report, 

CDC sounded the alarm about a four-fold increase in the last decade of carbapenem-resistant 

Enterobacteriaceae (CRE), a nightmare bacterium that kills 50% of the patients it infects.  

Individuals whose immune systems are compromised, including the elderly, transplant patients, 

patients receiving chemotherapy, premature infants and others, are at the highest risk of 

contracting and dying from a serious resistant infection such as CRE or one of the many other 

life-threatening resistant pathogens whose incidence rates continue to climb.  Dangerous drug-

resistant pathogens, such as methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) also are 

infecting healthy children and adults in the community. 

 

The AMD initiative can strengthen healthcare facilities’ and providers’ ability to improve patient 

outcomes by allowing for more rapid and accurate disease diagnoses and enhanced recognition 

of antimicrobial resistant pathogens.  This will help physicians more appropriately treat infected 

patients as well as strengthen health care facility infection prevention and containment measures 

to protect non-infected patients.  AMD will also improve surveillance information on the 

transmissibility of infections and the extent and spread of outbreaks, leading to faster and more 

effective control efforts.  

 

Using the latest genomic and computing technologies, AMD can deliver a greater level of 

detailed information on microorganisms, ultimately advancing infectious disease control.  As the 

nation’s and perhaps the world’s premier disease detection agency, CDC is well positioned and 

ready to adapt these technologies for public health use, but currently lacks sufficient molecular 
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tools and bioinformatics capacity to meet this critical need.  In order to provide patients with 

better protection against serious infectious diseases threats, we support the President’s request of 

$40 million for the AMD initiative. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Alliance for Aging Research 

American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology 

American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons 

American Academy of Pediatrics 

American College of Medical Quality 

American College of Rheumatology 

American Gastroenterological Association 

American Public Health Association 

American Society for Microbiology 

American Thoracic Society 

American Veterinary Medical Association 

Americans for the Prudent Use of Antibiotics 

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology 

Association of Public Health Laboratories 

Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 

First Focus 

Food Animal Concerns Trust 

Infectious Diseases Society of America 

March of Dimes 

National Association of County and City Health Officials 

National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners 

National Association of Spine Specialists 

National Coalition of STD Directors 

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases 

Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society 

Renal Physicians Association 

Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America 

Society for Women's Health Research 

Society of Critical Care Medicine 

Society of Hospital Medicine 

Society of Infectious Disease Pharmacies 

Treatment Action Group 

Trust for America’s Health 


